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ACCESS FOR ABORIGINAL PEOPLE, POLICY AND PRACTICE FRAMEWORK 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Disability Services) [12.07 pm]:  I am pleased to inform the 
house of the Disability Services Commission’s new Access for Aboriginal People, Policy and Practice 
framework, which I launched last Thursday at Clontarf in Bentley.  This great package, which includes the 
state’s first specific disability policy for Aboriginal people, information booklets and a DVD, is the result of a lot 
of hard work and dedication by a number of people within the disability sector and several Aboriginal 
communities.   

Importantly, the release of the policy and materials signals an active commitment by the Disability Services 
Commission to ensure that Aboriginal people with disabilities and their families receive the same level of 
services and support as the rest of the community.  The roots of the framework were sown in 2001 when the state 
Labor government signed a statement of commitment to Aboriginal people.  The Disability Services 
Commission subsequently invited Aboriginal consumers, service providers and researchers to form an Access 
for Aboriginal People Steering Committee.  The committee was charged with developing culturally responsive 
policy and services for Aboriginal people with disabilities and their families.  In partnership with Edith Cowan 
University, the commission undertook state-wide yarning sessions with 319 people living in metropolitan, rural 
and remote Western Australia.  The yarning sessions gave us a snapshot of the many lives in our metropolitan 
and remote communities that are unsupported by formal services.  The consultations found that more Aboriginal 
people would access formal services if they had more information about what was available and if support was 
culturally appropriate. 

The Disability Services Commission is committed to working to address these expectations and the information 
package launched last week is part of this commitment.  The package includes a booklet, “Aboriginal People 
with Disabilities, Getting Services Right”, which I will table today.  This publication is specifically designed to 
help agencies enhance services to Aboriginal people.  The package also includes a pamphlet for Aboriginal 
people about local area coordination, which is one of the Disability Services Commission’s key services and 
provides a particularly vital link for people in remote communities.  There is also a DVD made specifically for 
Aboriginal people to understand disability and the steps they can take to get help from agencies.  I viewed the 
DVD at the launch last week, and it is a very moving piece of film, one that will encourage more Aboriginal 
people with disabilities, their families and carers to access the services and supports available to them through 
the Disability Services Commission. 

Any members, particularly those representing regional and remote communities, who would like a copy of this 
excellent information package can contact my office.  

[See paper 1474.] 
 


